KILOWATTs of Energy in St.Petersburg
This two pager note precedes a full 2008 GCAP Europe Assembly Report that will be circulated by the end of November and made available on the public domain (www.whiteband.org – European Section). This document provides you with a good understanding, in the glimpse of an eye, of the discussions that took place and ways forward decided at the 5th GCAP Europe Assembly that  gathered around 40 participants coming from all parts of Europe (Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Slovenia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Romania, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, UK, The Netherlands, Spain, France, Belgium, Germany, Portugal, Italy, Malta and of course Russia).

Highlights:
The 2008 GCAP Europe Assembly took place in St. Petersburg, November 12-14. The comprehensive 3 days agenda's architecture was divided as follow: “DAY 1” looking backward (assessment of the campaign in 2008), “DAY 2” looking ahead (strategic planning towards 2009/2010), “DAY 3” GCAP Europe engagement at regional and global levels (European representation within the GCAP global and regional “Europe” mechanisms). 
On the first day the participants had the opportunity to share with the European attendees their 2008 campaigning innovations and also reflected on what should be improved in the future in order to have a better impact mobilisation and policy wise as well as effective ways of working delivering on our objectives/ambitions. A full set of recommendation was designed and will be soon shared with the relevant people at global and regional levels for consideration and development (ex: media strategy well shared in advance; one week of Stand Up and Take action culminating on October 17; to link Stand Up and Take Action with political actions such as “poverty hearings”). The set of recommendation will be included in the 2008 GCAP Europe Assembly Report.
The second day was felt by the participants as the most demanding as they were asked to ponder on the future opportunities GCAP Europe should focus on in order to carry out its anti-poverty activities at national, regional and global levels. As a results of several presentations and works in groups the GCAP Europe attendees decided to put the emphasis on the following for 2009:
· “the launch of the Aid Watch Report” (April/May);

· “the European Parliamentary Elections” (June 4-7); 

· “International Day for Poverty Eradication” (October 17, including Stand Up and Take Action and political events such as “poverty hearings”). 

Along with these 3 main key dates the GCAP Europe Assembly attendees also proposed to closely look at the following events/dates that as well represent strong advocacy and campaigning opportunities for the anti-poverty campaigners gathered under the GCAP umbrella in Europe: 

· “World Social Forum” (Brazil, January 27 – February 1); 

· “International Women's Day” (March 8, including women's tribunals); 

· “G8” in Italy (July 8-11);

· “Road to Copenhagen” (December, Climate Change). 

Other key decisions regarding GCAP Europe future strategic planing are first that European attendees strongly insisted on the importance to start working towards 2010 and its MDG +10 review. A group of people including CONCORD, GCAP Spain and GCAP Belgium will work on a concrete first draft proposal to be soon circulated and shared with GCAP Europe coalitions. Also GCAP Europe will develop more work on the financial crisis that appeared to be during the Assembly as one of the most recurrent issues discussed by the attendees. A first group composed with GCAP UK, GCAP Belgium and GCAP Hungary was set up to explore and propose options to properly address this important issue.
On the very last day, participants set the lines for a regional and shared outreach and capacity building strategy. They also strongly engaged in the different groups and task forces that composed the regional and global levels architecture. 
The 2 GCAP Europe Global Council nominees have been endorsed by the participants (Glen Tarman from GCAP UK and Lilit Stepanyan from GCAP Armenia) and a new GCAP Europe Steering Group set up (9 confirmed members + 6 to come back with a final decision). Some GCAP Europe member also decided to take the lead on regional events as on the Aid Watch launch (CONCORD, Czech Republic, France) and the European Parliamentary elections (UK).
Other representatives put themselves forward to be part of the following GCAP working groups: G8 Working Group; Children and youth Task Force; Feminist Task Force; Climate Change Working Group;  Mobilisation Task Force; Monitoring Learning and Accountability Working Group.
By December 1 the finalised list of GCAP Europe Steering Group members and other group representatives will be circulated along with the 2008 GCAP Europe Assembly Report.
END/
